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Cotswold Meets Nantucket
Peter Cadoux blurs the line between formal and
Nantucket in a Westport beachfront home

W

ith nearly two decades’ worth of experience building homes along the water in Westport, architect Peter Cadoux is well-acquainted with the complex regulations governing waterfront construction. Knowing what’s permissible and sharing that baseline information with clients saves time and dispenses with needless anxiety. More
importantly, it allows the homeowners to focus their attention on the house itself.
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“Finding an architect who’s done it and is very familiar
with the process takes a huge part of constructing on the
beach out of the equation, so you can focus purely on the
design with the knowledge and the education of what you
can and cannot do,” said Cadoux, whose latest Westport
residential project fronts Saugatuck Harbor.
The homeowners hail from Great Britain, and they wanted their new lodgings to be a balance between a traditional50
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looking home and a beach house. There’s evidence of this
equilibrium throughout the 4,900-square-foot home.
“This house speaks to lifestyle. And this is about living
on the water. And anything you can do to blur that line between interior and exterior is a good thing,” Cadoux said.
The blurring begins with the home’s front entrance.
Instead of a floppy screen door followed by a thick front
door, both doors are mahogany-framed. Consequently,

when the screen door is closed and the front door is open,
the screen door resembles a closed front door.
“It speaks to great ventilation and practicality because
you don’t need a lot of air-conditioning down there by
the water,” Cadoux said. “The custom mahogany screen
door allows that front-back circulation that natural cools
the house.”
Every architectural project has its unique challenges,

Cadoux said, and the biggest obstacle in constructing this
particular home was paying deference to the large tree that
sits between the house and the waterfront. The owners
were adamant that the tree should not be sacrificed in the
construction of the house. This request made Cadoux’s
job a bit more tricky, but the maintenance of the tree
contributed to that same desired balance between a new
home with beach-style accoutrements and one that looked
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like it’d been lived in for years. Beyond
that, the tree provides a natural shade that
cools off the rear porch and shields it
from the sun.
Where the front of the house has a
“more balanced symmetry,” the rear of the
four-bedroom home “connects with their
coastal lifestyle. More glass, porches, balconies,” Cadoux said.
French doors on the rear porch open to
provide sweeping views of the nearby water. The master bedroom is located above
the porch. And since the large tree is off
to the left, the master balcony also provides an unobstructed and dramatic view
to the south. Meanwhile the back lawn
rolls down to a deep-water dock.
“It’s very tranquil,” Cadoux said. “Minutes from open water.”
Cadoux’s background in waterfront
construction extends beyond residential
properties. He’s overseeing the expansion
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and renovation of the Levitt Pavilion for
the Performing Arts in Westport, an outdoor venue alongside the Saugatuck River.
On a lighter note, he’s also the architect
judge in the yearly sandcastle competition
in Westport. Civic involvement is important to him, said Cadoux, 51, who lives in
Westport with his wife and three children.
He graduated from Rhode Island School
of Design in the early 1980s and opened
his own practice a decade later.
“For me it’s never been about large or
small. It’s always been about design. If
it’s not unique in some way or detailed in
some creative way, I’m pretty blunt about
it not being a good fit and not really utilizing what I do.”
Among the other buildings he’s designed are the Redding Country Club and
the tennis pavilion at Longshore Country
Club in Westport. It’s the projects along
the water that are particularly exciting for

ABOVE LEFT A trellis above the garage
will accommodate the introduction of
plants and flowers.
ABOVE RIGHT The look of a shingle-style
beach house is counterbalanced by traditional formal elements, including the herringbone design on the upstairs balcony.
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French doors give on to
the patio and allow the
western sun to flood the
living room with light.

54

www.echomeanddesign.com

East Coast Home + Design

55

A specially designed thermal confection
system allows the fireplace to give out
as much hot air as it takes in.
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him, Cadoux said. And the home fronting
Saugatuck Harbor is a case in point.
The balance between traditional décor
and beach décor is present throughout the
house. The railings on the outdoor balconies are of a herringbone design more often associated with formal homes. Pilaster millwork, another touch reminiscent
of more formal houses, coexists with the
casual shingles of the typical Nantucket
roof. In the kitchen, Carrara marble cov-

ers the countertops and the back splash,
while a more relaxed bead board with shallow coffers lines the ceiling.
“A balancing act again working for us,”
Cadoux said.
After living in their new home for a
while, the owners will have a better grasp
of how well this equilibrium was achieved.
And they’ll let him know what failings, if
any, stand out for them in the design of
the house.

“I’ve been doing this for 26 years now,
and I have to say I’m still learning from
each and every client,” Cadoux said. “I enjoy getting feedback. That all goes into
the databank. That’s what architects do,
and that’s what clients expect from us.”
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